448         DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES    [MAECH 9

gathering up their strength against the President, it was a
question with me how these two Senators would go. Their
natural tendency would, I knew, incline them to the oppo-
sition. They are both intense on the negro. But neither of
them liked Sunnier or Stevens, who were in the extreme
advance. The President was originally of a different school
of politics, and there is not, therefore, that intimacy between
them which begets zeal, but during the War they have
been bound by a common interest. They had no personal
opposition to the President and, I think, no feeling against
him except that which minds like theirs would have against
the elevation above them of an old associate Senator whom
they had regarded as an equal rather than a superior.
Though differing with him in fundamental principles of our
government, they respected his honesty.

Grimes says he came here at the commencement of the
present session kindly disposed to the President and not
very hostile to his policy. But he soon found that certain
obnoxious Democrats had free access to the White House,
and that pardoned Rebels hung around there. He was not
satisfied with this state of things, and spoke of it, and was
asked why he and others remained away. Soon after he
was invited to breakfast with the President, and spent two
hours with him discussing all subjects in full and most
satisfactorily. Allusion was made to Fessenden, and he
expressed a wish that the two should come together and
interchange opinions. The President requested him to
speak to Fessenden and invite an interview. As the next
day was Sunday, Grimes inquired if it would be agreeable
for the President to see him on the Sabbath. The Pre-
sident assented, and F. spent several hours most satisfact-
orily at the White House and went over general measures
now prominent.

On the following day appeared the celebrated letter of
"a conversation of the President with a distinguished
Senator." Grimes says on reading it he asked Fessenden
if that was his conversation. F. after reading the letter said